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NAFTA RENEGOTIATIONS BEGIN

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this
week, the fourth round of NAFTA re-
negotiations will begin. President
Trump will have an opportunity to de-
liver on his promise last year to get a
better deal for American workers. I
hope he does.

Our current trade deals are rigged in
favor of the largest corporations in this
country and against working people. In
my home State of Rhode Island, we
have lost 41,000 manufacturing jobs
since NAFTA and the WTO took effect.
That is more than half of the manufac-
turing jobs in my State. The folks who
kept their jobs have seen their pay-
checks get smaller.

Rhode Islanders know, most impor-
tantly, that we need a trade deal that
is fair; but they know that trade deals
that we have now help powerful cor-
porations, but they are Kkilling Amer-
ican jobs, helping corporations
outsource jobs at the expense of work-
ing people.

This week I am asking President
Trump to demand a new NAFTA agree-
ment that has strong labor and envi-
ronmental protections, that end for-
eign tribunals that allow corporations
to sue the U.S. Government and force
taxpayers to pay the bill, that has bet-
ter Buy American requirements, that
has strict protections against currency
manipulation, that has strong rules of
origin on manufactured goods, and that
has provisions that bring down the cost
of prescription drugs.

These are commonsense provisions
that will empower American working
families, and they should be included
in any new trade agreement.

———

HOPE FOR TRAFFICKED VICTIMS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for
years, Lynda could not bring herself to
speak about her past turmoil and
nightmares.

Lynda is finally telling about her
tortured life. When she was 16, two
neighborhood boys drugged and sexu-
ally assaulted her. Highly drugged, the
boys convinced her to have sex for
money just once. But it wasn’t for just
one time, Mr. Speaker. They set up on-
line advertisements to sell her and
other girls.

When one of the other girls tried to
escape, they tied her to a chair and
beat her up mercilessly. They mixed
drugs into the food to maintain control
over the girls. It was years before
Lynda finally escaped her turmoil.

Today, the rape and torture still
haunts Lynda, but she works every day
to become a survivor. I recently intro-
duced the Abolish Human Trafficking
Act that provides grants to ensure that
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victims like Lynda get help and serv-
ices, such as mental health counseling,
legal aid, job training, things that they
deserve from us. This will help traf-
ficking victims put their broken lives
back together.

Trafficking is a scourge, and we need
to send a message to everyone that our
kids are not for sale.

And that is just the way it is.

———
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WHITE HOUSE IMMIGRATION
PRINCIPLES

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to the cruel immi-
gration proposal unveiled by the White
House this week. This proposal goes be-
yond some of the worst immigration
bills. It demands billions more for bor-
der security, tightens asylum stand-
ards, cuts off legal immigration, and
implements a faulty points-based sys-
tem, undercutting our core values as a
country and destroying our economy
and our future.

Mr. Speaker, two-thirds of all immi-
grants to the United States are women
and children, and these policies will
disproportionately hurt them. A
points-based system eliminates family-
based immigration, and it is insulting
to the valuable contributions of
women, especially.

Nearly 70 percent of all women immi-
grants with legal status obtained it
through the family system, and many
are stuck in visa backlogs waiting
years and even decades to reunite with
their families.

Mr. Speaker, immigration has never
been just about immigration. It has al-
ways been about who we are as a coun-
try and what we are willing to stand up
for. I believe the majority of my Re-
publican colleagues want to pass the
Dream Act, and I ask them to join us
in rejecting these anti-immigrant poi-
son pills and proposing real solutions
that benefit the American people and
unify our country.

—————

RECOGNIZING JEREMY RICH, NEW
YORK’S 2017 NATIONAL DISTIN-
GUISHED PRINCIPAL

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Jeremy Rich, the
principal at Barringer Road Elemen-
tary School in Ilion, a constituent of
the 22nd Congressional District. For
his stellar record of service, profes-
sionalism, and contributions to the
educational process, Mr. Rich was
named New York’s 2017 National Dis-
tinguished Principal by the National
Association of Elementary School
Principals.
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In 2013, Mr. Rich became the prin-
cipal of Barringer Road Elementary.
Since that day, he has arrived at
school promptly at 6:30 a.m. each
morning, bringing a positive attitude
and inspirational words to each morn-
ing announcement.

Prior to his service at Barringer
Road, Mr. Rich served as principal at
the now-closed Remington Elementary
School, where he was integral in facili-
tating the successful merger of the Mo-
hawk and Ilion school districts.

During his time at Ilion Junior High
School, he served as the principal, the
dean of students, and an English teach-
er.

Mr. Rich’s commitment to his role is
unparalleled. Both teachers and par-
ents alike describe Mr. Rich as com-
forting, helpful, and passionate. One
teacher described him as a ‘‘superstar
principal and a fantastic human
being.” Mr. Rich’s record exemplifies
his clear dedication to public edu-
cation, his students, and our commu-
nity.

Please join me today in congratu-
lating this well-respected educator and
beloved member of the 22nd District.

——————

FOCUS ON THE PAIN THAT
PEOPLE ARE SUFFERING

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let
me first of all say what the world is
coming to and how much our friends,
our neighbors in America have had to
go through: the most recent tragedy
and massacre in Las Vegas, and now
the horrendous, unspeakable tragedy
by fires in California. I offer my sym-
pathy to my friends, MIKE and JARED,
Congresspersons in California, and we
look forward to working with them,
and offer our sympathy for those who
are lost, those who are missing.

I think it is important, as we have
these natural disasters, that we really
attentively work on the pain that peo-
ple are suffering; that is on the back
side of Puerto Rico, where there is no
power, and we don’t know the assess-
ment of loss of life, there is no housing;
from Florida to the U.S. Virgin Islands,
where people are still waiting for re-
lief, and the attention is not at the
peak that it should. Then, in my own
community, we are in desperate need of
housing. We have senior citizens, after
Hurricane Harvey, being dismissed and
out of their homes.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we are looking
for a new disaster supplemental food
program. We have the okay from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. We
have the State of Texas ready to work
with us, but we must make sure that
our local officials realize that this is a
disaster and an emergency and that
they move forward quickly to serve the
people who are hungry and who are in
need.
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